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| GOVERNMENT TO SELL 
~~ BOOTS TO OFFICERS 
IN THE ARMY 





Important Conference in Wash- 
ington 





WASHINGTON, D. C., June 5.— 
A meeting of shoe manufacturers was 
1eld here yesterday with officials of 
the Shoe, Leather & Rubber Goods 
Section of the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment. 

The matter taken up at the confer- 
mce was in connection with. officers’ 
boots both for dress and field use. The 
Acting Quartermaster-General of the 
Army has asked the shoe branch to 
look into the matter of officers’ boots 
and see if some kind of standardiza- 
tion cannot be arrived at, so that the 
boots can be manufactured by the 
Government and sold to the officers 
at cost. 

It is already well known that an or- 
der for 25,000 of these boots has been 
placed, but the understanding now is 
that those boots are for “over there,” 
and it is the desire now to manufac- 
ture enough boots so that they can be 
ready for use in this country if desired. 
The whole matter is still rather up in 
the air. The manufacturers left 
Washington with the idea in embryo 
and were asked to submit samples to 
the shoe division in the near future. 


Another Meeting in New York 


A further meeting on this subject is 
to be held in New York City in about 
ten days, the exact date not yet having 
been set, at which time the best way 
for distributing these shoes will be 
gone into. 

At yesterday’s meeting there was 
preliminary discussion between the 
manufacturers and officials as to the 
production and distribution of these 
shoes. It is planned to try and have 
some kind of a standard with the hope 
that all of the officers will purchase 
these Government boots. Some of the 
officials feel it would be useless to 


~ manufacture these boots unless all of 


the officers were compelled to wear 
the Government standard boot. 
Among the officials of the Shoe Di- 
vision present at the meeting yester- 
day were: John W. Craddock, chief 
of the division; H. L. Nunn, F. W. 





WEIGHTS OF SOLES 
ALLOWED, FOR 
CIVILIAN SHOES 





Official Restriction Placed by Hide 
and Leather Control Board 





WASHINGTON, D. C., June 4.— 
C. F. C. Stout, as chief of the hide, 
leather and tanning materials section 
of the War Industries Board, is sending 
the following to shoe manufacturers of 
the country: 

“The present situation makes it 
necessary to place certain restrictions 
on the weights of soles allowed in 
civilian shoes in order to obtain the 
heavier weights which are essential to 
fill Government requirements. 

“To meet this situation tanners of 
sole leather and cut sole manufacturers 
have been instructed to reserve for 
Government use all soles 8% iron and 
heavier, and backs or strips which will 
cut such soles; except that all grades 
of country and dry hides below the 
first and second selection can be sold 
to the civilian trade. Also scratched, 
branded or Government rejected soles, 
blocks, taps or top pieces. 

“Owing to this emergency, this sec- 


tion has been obliged to issue the fol- 
lowing regulations, which are to re- 
main in force until further notice and 
to apply to all shoes for civilian con- 
sumption: 

“1. Manufacturers of shoes are re- 
stricted to the use of 8 iron or 8 inch 
soles and lighter. They cannot use 
8% iron or heavier in regular outer 
sole quality. They may use shoulder 
soles in heavier form. 

“2. All women’s and misses’ soles 
for welt or McKay shoes are limited 
to 8 iron or lighter. 

“3, Shoes requiring heavier edge 


may be made by use of slip or double ~ 


soles. 

“It is understood that this ruling 
does not prohibit the use of any soles 
now in the hands of the shoe manufac- 
turers; also to any leather released 
which is not suitable for;Government 


‘ requirements. 


“In order to avoid the accumulation 
of soles of heavier weight than 8 iron 
or 8 inch not suitable for Government 
use we shall endeavor to work a plan 
of equitable distribution, and we are 
relying upon the hearty co-operation 
of the shoe manufacturers to assist us 
in meeting this situation in a practical 
way.” 








Cox, and Captain Bosson. Among the 
manufacturers present were: Mr. 
Cook, of A. E. Nettleton Company, 
Syracuse, N. Y.; Mr. Florsheim, of 
the Florsheim Shoe Company, Chica- 
go, Ill.; G. W. Denney, of J. A. Ban- 
nister Company, Newark, N. J.; A. G. 
Hanan, of Hanan & Son, Brooklya,-N. 
Y.; A. L. Slavens, of Boyden & Sons, 
Newark, N. J., and E. Rorabach, of 
the same firm; C. P. Waide, of Stacy, 
Adams Company, of Brockton, Mass.; 
A. L. Lincoln, of Edwin Clapp & Sons, 
East Weymouth, Mass.; Mr. Zabris- 
kie, of Norman & Bennett, Boston, 
Mass.; A. C. Heald, of the Stetson 
Shoe Company, Weymouth, Mass.; 
C. D. Reed, of the Commonwealth 
Shoe & Leather Company, Boston, 
Mass.; F. E. Porter, of Thayer, Mc- 
Neil Company, Boston, Mass.; Mr. 
Burt and Mr. Hahn, retail shoe deal- 
ers of this city; B. E. Webber, of the 
Guarantee Shoe Company, San An- 
tonio, Texas; F. G. Wilson, of Brooks 
Brothers, New York; D. M. Boyd, of 
Boyd, Richardson’ Company, St. 
Louis, Mo., and Mr. Schlesinger, of 
Baltimore, Md. 


HARRY I. THAYER en 
ON NATIONAL 
SERVICE COUNCIL 
WASHINGTON, D. C.—Harry L. 
Thayer, a member of the National As- 


sociation of Tanners, has been ap- ~ 


pointed a member of the executive com- 
mittee of the Council of National Serv- 
ice Shoe and Leather Industries to 
represent the association. Mr. Thayer 
takes the place of V. A. Wallin, who 
recently resigned owing to the press 
of other duties. A. C. McGowin is 
president of the organization, and its 
work is in connection with the conser- 
vation division of the War Industries 
Board, of which A. W. Shaw is chair- 
man. 


JOHANSEN BROS.’ ec: 


NEW AUDITOR 


ST. LOUIS—Wm. J. H. Anschuetz, 
formerly accountant for the U. S. Tire 
Co. and recently assistant cashier of 
the Newmarket Bank of St. Louis, has 
been appointed auditor of Johansen 
Bros. Shoe Co. . 
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‘MICHIGAN RETAIL SHOE 
DEALERS’ CONVENTION 





At Grand Rapids, Sept. 10 and 11 





GRAND RAPIDS.—Elwyn Pond of 
Flint, president, and A. B. Gemmer of 
Mt. Clemens, secretary, were in Grand 
Rapids last week making preliminary 
arrangements for the state convention. 

After a splendid luncheon at the 
Grand Rapids Association of Com- 
merce with the manufacturers, whole- 
salers and retailers, a committee for 
arrangements was formed under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Timmons of the 
Walk-Over store. 

Other members of the committees 
are A. S. Krause of Hirth, Krause & 
Co., Mr. Johnson of Rindge, Kalm- 
bach, Logie Co., D. T. Patton, Grand 
Rapids Shoe and Rubber Co., C. J. 
Wissink, Herold Bertsch Shoe Co., 
James Fox of Ringe Krekle Co., Floyd 
Welsh ef Welsh Shoe Co.,.C. F. Wat- 
ters, E. S. Bedford, E. M. Dickinson 
and Lee H. Bierce, secretary of the 
Grand Rapids Association of Com- 
merce. 

The convention will be held at the 
Hotel Pantland, and the Grand Rapids 
- wholesalers and manufacturers will 
furnish the entertainment, which fact 
alone assures the convention a huge 
success. 

The program in detail has not been 
arranged, but war problems as they 
effect the shoe trade will have a promi- 
nent part. 


APPOINTMENT OF 
/ H. L. NUNN 





WASHINGTON, D. C., June 4.— 
H. L. Nunn, of Nunn & Bush, who has 
been temporarily connected with the 
Shoe Division of the Quartermaster’s 
Department, is now permanently con- 
nected with that division as produc- 
tion expert in connection with the 
production of leather shoes. 


LEATHER MAN HEADS 
- THE A. & H. A. 





BOSTON. — Honors are coming 
thick and fast to William H. L. Odell 
of Besse, Osborn & Odell, South 
Street. High up in Masonic orders, 
this spring he was elected president of 
the Boston Boot and Shoe Club, a po- 





CAPT. W. H. L. ODELL 


sition which gives him far and wide 
additional prominence in the shoe and 
leather trade, and last Monday he was 
elected a captain of the Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery, a military organi- 
zation whose fame is not only national 
but international. 

As has been.the custom of this com- 
pany for 280 years, reveille was sound- 
ed at several historical spots, and the 
company assembled, paraded, listened 
to a sermon and proceeded to Boston 
Common, where a “drum-head” election 
declared Sergeant Odell the choice of 
the entire organization as captain. In 
the absence of the Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, Lieutenant Governor Cool- 
idge presented the spontoon, and in- 








SERGT. EDWARD N. RIPLEY 
KILLED IN ACTION 





Sergt. Edward N. Ripley, aged 24, 
was killed in action on May 27 while 
working a battery in the 101st Field 


Artillery. Sergt. Ripley was a grad- 
uate of the Malden High School, a 


member of the National Guard, and 
saw service on the Mexican border. He 
went to France as a Corporal and_was 
later promoted. As a son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harry H. Ripley he was known 
to the trade, and his death is a great 
shock to all. His brother, Harry Hill 
Ripley, Jr., is in the Naval Reserve 
at Newport, R._ I. 


vested the successful candidate with 
the gorget, the symbol of his rank, amid 
the booming of cannon. Captain Odell 
presided at the dinner, which was held 
in the historic “Cradle of Liberty,” 
Faneuil Hall, at which many notables 
of the state, the army and the navy 
were present. The newly elected cap- 
tain presided with grace and dignity, 
and his address was most admirably 
appropriate and eloquent. 


RETAIL SHOE DEALER 
GIVES THREE SONS 
TO U. S. SERVICE 


SPRINGFIELD, Ill.—B. Henry 
Luers, head of the shoe firm of B. H. 
Luers & Sons, has three sons in the 
military service of the United States. 
Carl W. Luers is a first lieutenant in 
France. George A. Luers is in training 
at Camp Jackson, South Carolina, 
where he was sent from Camp Taylor, 
Louisville, Ky., he being in the national 
army, and he will receive a commis- 
sion as second lieutenant. Arthur W. 
Luers enlisted in the radio section of 
the United States Navy and he will 
be sent to Harvard University, Cam- 
bridge, Mass., to complete his training. 
He was granted an honorable discharge 
from Company D, Fifth Regiment, 
Illinois Reserve Militia, of Springfield. 





CONSIDERING RETURN 
LOADS PLAN FOR BOSTON 


BOSTON.—At a special meeting of 
the New England Shoe and Leather 
Association, C. B. Baldwin made a spe- 
cial report regarding the proposal for 
establishing a central clearing house, 
or return-load bureau, in connection 
with the auto truck freight service, 
which has come to be such an important 
factor in local transportation. It was 
voted to have this question, as it re- 
lates to the New England shoe and 
leather trades, referred to a special 
committee for further report. 

Regular motor truck routes are al- 
ready in operation between Akron, 
Ohio, and Boston, between Lynn and 
New York, and elsewhere, and the re- 
port of the special committee is ex- 
pected with interest. 

In New York City the New York 
Merchants’ Association has established 
a return loads bureau; another is con- 
templated in Connecticut, and the plan 
appears to promise much is relieving 
local rail transportation troubles. 





DEATH: OF PIONEER SHOE 
MERCHANT OF ERIE, PA. 





Andrew J. Mayer, pioneer shoe mer- 
chant of Erie, Pa., died on May 18, 
after a long illness. 
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WOODEN SOLES 
AND PAPER TOPS 





German People Reduced to Make- 
shift Footwear—Buying Hides 
and Holding in Neutral Countries 





VIA AMSTERDAM.—The German 
superior official committee for the boot 
and shoe industry has recently issued 
some test samples of the new national 
footwear. The German press has care- 
fully studied these types of special 
boots, and certain papers publish very 
curious accounts of them. For instance 
the “Berliner Tageblatt” describes 
them as a heavy boot made from vari- 
ous leather substitutes with special 
pressed paper uppers and one centi- 
metre thick wooden soles attached with 
hobnails. These national German boots, 
will be sold ata high price, it is 
pointed out, due solely to the rapid 
advance in the cost of all the raw ma- 
terials employed; as a matter of fact 
within the past year the prices of raw 
materials have risen from 700 to 1,000 
per cent. Under such conditions it 
is hardly astonishing to learn that the 
resoling of these special boots (the 
wooden soles of which only last about 
eight weeks) costs from Mk.4 to Mk.5, 
not including the costs of fixing them 
on, for which the shoemaker is allowed 
to charge Mk.2. The manufacture of 
substitutes for sole leather is becoming 
of daily increasing importance in the 
Fatherland, where it has become a most 
important industry. There are now 
25 large factories engaged in this 
branch of work, and their output is 
estimated at 100,000,000 pairs of soles 
per annum. Any hardwood (excepting 
oak) is used in their manufacture. 

The Germans are now very busy 
buying up hides and leather in different 
neutral countries. Large orders are 
being sent to Latin America and to 
Spain, where the goods are to remain 
warehouse till the cessation/of hostili- 
ties. In this way they will be sure to 
get prompt supplies of raw materials 
as soon as the liberty of the seas is re- 
stored. Holders of such goods are only 
too pleased to do this, owing to trans- 
port facilities. 


MILITARY INFLUENCE 
ON BOYS’ SHOES 


BOSTON. — “Everybody _ wants 
brown shoes,” said a salesman just 
home from the west with a line of 





‘samples of boys shoes for fall. “I didn’t 


sell a pair of blacks. In some stores 
they told me to take away the blacks. 
They had no use for them. 

“Tt’s an influence of the war, I think,” 
he added. “Soldiers wear khaki uni- 
forms, and brown shoes, and the boys 
want shoes just like them.” 


CONSOLIDATION OF 
LEATHER PURCHASES 





Now Under Direct Supervision 





WASHINGTON. — Beginning with 
the 10th of June all purchases of 
leather, leather equipment and inspec- 
tion of the same for the army will be 
done through the Quartermaster’s De- 
partment. This means that all leather 
requirements will be under the direct 
supervisionvof the Hide and Leather 
Control Board. 

Fred Vogel will call a meeting of the 
upper leather tanners in Boston within 
a few days, and it is understood that 
the Federal Trade Commission™will 
place its report on harness leather 
prices before the Price Fixing Commit- 
tee on Friday or Saturday, but prices 
will not be fixed until the group is 
heard, some time next week. The 
commission has found tanners asking 
15 per cent profit on high grade and 
25 per cent on low grade, contrary to 
the 10 per cent recommended by direc- 
tors of the Tanners’ Council. 

The shoe branch has awarded to 
various rubber firms 240,000 pairs of 
rubber boots at an average price of 
$3.87. . 

Goat and kid men are to meet in 
Washington next Wednesday to take 
up with C. H. Aborn of the War Trade 
Board the exportation of these leathers. 
On Tuesday and Wednesday tanners 
of sheep-and lambskins are to meet 
at the Tanners’ Council to discuss 
leather prices. 

C. F. C. Stout, chief of the Hide and 
Leather Control Board, requests that 
all 15 to 45 kips and extremes be 
offered through usual channels to Bos- 
ton tanners for Pershing shoe upper 
leather. 


OFFICERS’ RUBBER BOOTS 

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 4.— 
The matter of furnishing officers with 
rubber boots at cost is now being con- 
sidered by the shoe division, it is under- 
stood. If this should be done it would 
be right in line with the idea of fur- 
nishing the officers field shoes. It is 
understood that contracts have already 
been let for 25,000 officers’ field shoes 
and the shoes are well under way. 
These field boots will be sold at cost 
at the various quartermasters’ depots. 


RED CROSS 100% 
~ CINCINNATI.—The C. F. Streit 


Manufacturing Company is among 
those factories in Cincinnati whose or- 
ganization is reported as _ having 
reached the hundred per cent mark in 
the subscription for the Red Cross 
last week. 





EXPANSION _ IN 
LOS ANGELES RETAILING 


LOS ANGELES, Cal.—The Young 
Shoe Co. have opened their new store 
in thé Title Insurance Building. This 
is the third store opened by A. B. 
Young within fifteen months, and is 
an exact duplicate of the other two 
stores, being finished in white and ma- 
hogany and the front encased in cop- 
per and glass. An attractive feature 
is an electric sign two feet out from 
the building in the form of a sunburst 
and extending clear across the front. 

The first store of the company in 
the Hayward Hotel on 6th St. was out- 
grown in a very few months, and store 
No. 2 at 514 Broadway, half a block 
away, was opened as an annex to re- 
lieve the conjested condition. 

Mr. Young is a believer of small 
profits, big volume and rapid turnover. 
He is reported to have turned his stock 
ten times during the past year. A 
thousand pairs of a single shoe he re- 
gards as a small order, and during the 
past year Mr. Young has placed or- 
ders for as high as five thousand pairs 
of a single shoe with equal deliveries 
each month. 

The company, owing to its fast turn- 
ing of stock, never runs a sale, but gives 
consistent values every day in the year 
and is building its business on the merit 
of the shoes. \ 





BEYE NOW IN 
ORDNANCE DEPT. 
WASHINGTON.—Cudworth Beye, 
formerly secretary of National Asso- 
ciation of Tanners and more recently 
statistician of the Tanners’ Council, 
has resigned from the latter pesition 
and is now connected with the Ord- 
nance Department of the army. He is 
being succeeded as statistician of coun- 
cil by J. W. Kellar, acting treasurer 
of council and secretary of Morocco 
Manufacturers’ Association. , 


WILLIAM S. DADMUN 





William S. Dadmun of the retail shoe 
firm of Dadmun & Heywood, Worces- 
ter, Mass., and for 50 years active in 
Worcester business life during the © 
period prominent in the Masonic 
bodies, died May 28 at his home at 
24 Oread Street of heart trouble. He 
was aged 69 years, 9 months and 8 
days. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., June 4.—It 
is understood that a large order will 
be placed in the near future by the 
shoe division for tap soles and top lifts 
for repair work. Officials refuse to 
discuss the matter or say when the 
contracts will be let. 
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Important Figures of Imports and Exports of Hides, 
Skins, Leather and Footwear 


Statistics of the Government on the Import and Export Business for April and 
for the Ten Months’ Period 


MPORTS of leather raw stock during April amounted 
to 26,300,755 pounds, valued at $8,551,981, a slight 
increase as compared with the two preceding months. 
In comparison, however, with normal monthly imports 
during the last two years and with imports for April, 
1917, when 64,933,793 pounds valued at $24,373,334 
were received, the April figures show a heavy decline. 


The average value of April imports was 32.5 cents,, 


per pound, as against 30.1 cents in March and 30.5 


Hides and Skins: 
Buffalo hides (dry) 
Calfskins (dry, green, or pickled) 
Cattle (dry, green or pickled) 
Goatskins (dry, green, or pickled) 


1917 


cents in February. The average value during the year 
1917.was 33.2 cents sex *pineiel 

Exports of leather during April totaled $3,258,441, as 
compared with exports of $8,365,576 in April of last 
year and $10,763,913 in April, 1916. 

The average value of sole leather exported during 
April was 50 cents per pound, as compared with 58 
cents in March, 48 cents in February and 51 cents in 
January. Average value for April, 1917, was 52.4 cents. 


April Ten Months Ended With April 


1918 1916 1917 1918 


Imports 

$1,150,576 
1,042,621 
8,664,994 
9,158,458 


$2,548,336 

4,578,088 
59,348,019 
21,936,416 


$1,472,251 $4,458,819 
12,564,598 13,853,305 
68,969,693 79,413,869 


20,039,696 ‘ 39,801,651 


$29,569 
142,665 
3,363,692 
3,155,136 


Horse, colt and ass (dry, green, or pickled). . 


Kangaroo 
Sheepskins 


773,093 
36,089 
3,369,173 


66,147 
142,098 
1,475,476 


1,650,129 
592,970 
13,961,792 


1,697,358 © 


5,484,126 
588,681 
22,700,183 
1,738,838 


1,517,412 
510,954 
16,141,148 
2,097,793 
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187,330 177,198 
$24,382,334 $8,551,981 $120,948,487 $168,039,472 $108,678,166 


$2,688,377 $1,614,725. $2,540,258 
3,187,948 7,899,498 516,797 
57,540 78,292 64.701 


867,444 741,626 1,370,172 
614,224 844.045 454.569 
554,034 828,029 322,203 
288,349 217,879 177,959 


$2,324,051 $2,631,579 $2,324,903 
$135,489 $220,491 $368,542 


All other (except furskins) 





Leather and Tanned Skins: 
Sole $167,394 $254,057 


Goatskins (tanned skins for morocco) 309,974 4,113 
Patent, japanned, varnished, or enameled... 4,207 12,319 

Upper (dressed) 
Calf and kip 42,609 63,696 
130,640 2,507 


Goat and kid 
Sheep and lamb 200,252 19,691 
26,007 82,311 


Other upper 
$399,508 $168,205 
$20,730 $41,276 


Exports 





_ Total upper 
Boots and Shoes 


Hides and Skins: 





Calf 


Grain and Split 


All other 


Total leather 
Boots and Shoes: 


Children’s 
Men’s 


$40 
134,154 


32,000 


$199,752 
118,227 


7,124 


$271,302 
2,685,124 
30,161 
361,047 


$523,130 
1,513,331 
32,763 
273,436 


$1,307,635 
1,786,315 
11,832 
636,781 





$166,194 


$348,025 
1,409,659 


858,491 
1,694,044 


382,262 


$325,103 


$262,598 
466,789 


343,182 
691,789 

77,110 
530,088 


$3,347,634 


$3,450,554 
22'883.488 


4,968,218 
14,775,184 


9,655,138 , 


$2,342,660 


$6,370,702 
37,469,315 


7,225,954 
24,436,969 


11,649,340 


$3,742,563 


$3,781,854 
11,420,295 


5,888,559 
12,498,241 
1,162,520 
7,772,754 





$5,473,504 


$292,346 
1,124,452 
905,107 


$3,258,441 


$397,336 
1,276,366 
677,097 


$66,019,821 


$1,746,978 
31,628,027 
6,350,089 


$96,223,845 


$2,865,636 
14,371,493 
10,744,736 


$50,598,230 


$3,732,915 
18,492,589 
7,690,203 





$2,321,905 


$2,350,799 
40,143 


$39,725,094 


176,998 


$27,981,865 


341,498 


$29,915,707 


289,947 























